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“One Night with the King” starring Tiffany Dupont, Luke Goss, John Rhys-

Davies, 2006, PG, 123 minutes 

 

Major themes: 

 Genocide 

 Courage 

 Justice 

 Fasting 

 Prayer 

 Love 

 

Major characters: 

 Hadassah / Esther 

 King Xerxes 

 Mordecai 

 Prince Memucan 

 Prince Admantha 

 Hegai, the royal eunuch 

 Haman, the Agagite 

 Samuel, the prophet 
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Background info: 

 Esther (which means “a star”) is the Persian name of Hadassah, daughter of 

Abihail, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite. Esther, a beautiful 

Jewish maiden, was an orphan, and had been brought up by her cousin 

Mordecai, who had an office in the household of Ahasuerus king of Persia 

(thought to be the Xerxes of history). 

 The Jews still commemorate the deliverance depicted in this film in the 
yearly festival Purim, on the 14th and 15th of Adar (Feb 23rd – 24th, 2013).  
The four main ways Jews celebrate this is by listening to the public reading 
of the book of Esther in the evening and again in the following morning; 
sending food gifts to friends; giving charity to the poor; and eating a festive 
meal. 

 Because of the link between Persian (modern day Iran) and Jewish history, 

modern day Persian Jews are known as "Esther's Children." The “Tomb of 

Esther and Mordecai” is located in Hamadan, Iran, although the village of 

Kfar Bar’am in northern Israel also claims to be the burial place of Queen 

Esther. 

 “One Night with the King” was filmed primarily in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India. 

 The film's UK DVD release was titled "Princess of Persia" (despite Esther 

being a queen, not a princess) in an attempt to capitalize on the unrelated 

film Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time, which was released three days 

earlier. 

 Actors Omar Sharif (Prince Memucan) and Peter O’Toole (Prophet Samuel) 

also starred together in 1962 film classic “Lawrence of Arabia.” 
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Scriptures: 

Proverbs 25:2 (NIV) – “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a 

matter is the glory of kings.” 

Esther 4:14 (ESV) – “For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will 

rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. 

And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 

this?” 

Psalm 18:2 (NLT) – “The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my savior; my God is 

my rock, in whom I find protection. He is my shield, the power that saves me, and 

my place of safety.” 

Joshua 1:9 (NIV) – “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Isaiah 58:6 – 9 (The Message) – “This is the kind of fast day I’m after: to break the 

chains of injustice, get rid of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, 

cancel debts. What I’m interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food with the 

hungry, inviting the homeless poor into your homes, putting clothes on the 

shivering ill-clad, being available to your own families. Do this and the lights will 

turn on, and your lives will turn around at once. Your righteousness will pave your 

way. The God of glory will secure your passage. Then when you pray, God will 

answer. You’ll call out for help and I’ll say, ‘Here I am.’” 

Galatians 6:7 (The Message) – “Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of 

God. You will always harvest what you plant.” 

2 Corinthians 9:6 – 8 (NLT) – “Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few 

seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous 

crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give 

reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives 

cheerfully.’ And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always 

have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.” 
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Discussion points: 

1. Genocide is defined as “the deliberate and systematic destruction, in whole 

or in part, of an ethnic, racial, religious, or national group." Often genocide 

is preceded by dehumanization of the victims. What are some at-risk 

groups in our world today? 

 

2. Mordecai noted that Esther was “chosen for such a time as this.” How does 

realizing that we are part of a bigger story change our perspective? How do 

we discover what God has called us to do? How will we know when we find 

it? 

 

3. When Esther was chosen for “one night with the King,” she chose to bring 

her most precious possession.  What most precious possession does the 

King of Kings desire from us? 

 

4. “If it is for sale, it is not love” . . . what are some of the ways that what is 

presented as “love” is revealed to be something less than love, because of 

the way it is cheapened in our culture? 

 

5. We have a tendency to ask “Why?” when we’re in the middle of trials and 

difficulties.  What does it mean for our trials ask questions of us? 

 

6. What parallels do we see between this story and our world today? How can 

we best support those who say “If I perish, I perish” in order to defend 

those whose lives are being threatened? For what / for whom are we 

willing to risk our lives? 


