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“Holes” starring Shia LaBeouf, Sigourney Weaver, Jon Voight, 2003, PG,
117 minutes
 

Major themes: 

 Overcoming obstacles 
 Prejudice 
 Motives 
 Fate 
 Treasure 
 Justice / Injustice 
 Kindness vs. bitterness 

 

Major characters: 

 Stanley Yelnats IV 
 “Zero” 
 Warden Walker 
 “Mr. Sir” 
 Dr. Pendanski 
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Background info: 

 This film is based on the 1998 novel of the same title by Louis Sachar, who 
also wrote the screenplay. He, along with his wife and daughter, cameo in 
the scene where Sam is selling onion juice. 

 The actor who plays Stanley Yelnats II (Stanley's grandfather), is director 
Andrew Davis’s father. Andrew Davis is known for directing action thrillers 
such as “Code of Silence” and “The Fugitive.” 

 Sigourney Weaver wanted to be in this film because at the time, "Holes" 
was her daughter's favorite book. 

 The car the warden drives is a 1957 Chrysler. This car did not have a gear 
shift to change gears. Instead, it had push buttons to change between 
drive, reverse, and park. 

 There are in fact real yellow-spotted lizards, which range from central 
Mexico to Texas. They are among the largest of what are called the night 
lizards, reaching approximately 5 inches in length. Yellow spotted night 
lizards are aggressive and supply a painful bite to anyone who may handle 
them. 

 The poem that Miss Katherine begins reading to the young Linda, and 
which Sam finishes, is "Annabel Lee" by Edgar Allan Poe. 

 Film critic Roger Ebert said of this film, “I walked in expecting a movie for 
thirteensomethings, and walked out feeling challenged and satisfied.” 
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Scriptures: 

Romans 5:2 – 4 (NIV) – “And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, 
but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 

Job 2:10 (NASB) – “. . . Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept 
adversity?. . .” 

2 Samuel 16:11 – 12 (NLT) – “Leave him alone and let him curse, for the LORD has 
told him to do it. And perhaps the LORD will see that I am being wronged and will 
bless me because of these curses today.” 

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) – “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

Exodus 34:6 – 7 (NLT) – “The LORD! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow 
to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. I lavish unfailing love to a 
thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But I do not excuse the 
guilty. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children and grandchildren; the 
entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations.” 

Galatians 6:9 (NLT) – “So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right 
time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.” 

Hebrews 12:15 – 16 (The Message) – “Make sure no one gets left out of God’s 
generosity. Keep a sharp eye out for weeds of bitter discontent. A thistle or two 
gone to seed can ruin a whole garden in no time. Watch out for the Esau 
syndrome: trading away God’s lifelong gift in order to satisfy a short-term 
appetite.” 

James 3:18 (NIV) – “Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness.” 

James 5:16 (NLT) – “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and 
produces wonderful results.” 
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Discussion points: 

1. Author and teacher Graham Cooke talks about recognizing the “buried 
treasure” (our true identity, who we are in Christ) in our own lives and in 
the lives of others. Why is it that the treasures in people’s lives are often 
buried or hidden? 

2. How did Stanley IV’s determination to give no room to bitterness impact his 
life? How can we guard ourselves against bitterness? 

3. Just as our sin can affect ourselves, others, and even the land, so can our 
prayers. Discuss 2 Chronicles 7:14 – what is our part? God’s part? 

4. How does Stanley Yelnats IV story parallel that of Joseph in the biblical 
book of Genesis? 

5. Discuss the statement repeated throughout the film: “If you forget to come 
back for Madame Zeroni, you and your family will be cursed for always and 
eternity!” What kinds of lies do we believe about ourselves or others? 

6. Discuss the various ways in which characters dealt with consequences in 
their lives – some accepted them, some fought against them, others tried 
to run away. Are there any other options? 

7. The boys at Camp Green Lake were told that “If you take a bad boy, make 
him dig a hole every day in the hot sun, it will turn him into a good boy,” but 
the real reason for the hole-digging was more mercenary. Our true motives 
are sometimes at odds with what we say. How can we grow towards 
greater transparency, honesty, and authenticity in relationships? 

8. “Fate” is defined as “that which is inevitably predetermined,” and often has 
negative connotations. Are there any circumstances (personal, 
generational, local, global) in which you feel the outcome is already set and 
there’s nothing you can do? Where does the power and presence of God 
come into this? What about prayer? 


