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“The Color of Paradise” starring Iranian actors, 1999, PG, 90 minutes
 

Major themes: 

 Second chances 
 Blindness 
 Hardship 
 Value of life 
 Shame 
 Selfishness 
 Unconditional love 
 Hope 

 

Major characters: 

 Mohammed 
 Father (Hashem) 
 Granny 
 Older sister (Bahareh) 
 Younger sister (Hanieh) 
 Village teacher 
 Carpenter 
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Background info: 

 This film was directed by Majid Majidi, one of Iran’s most influential 
directors. He also directed “Children of Heaven” (see discussion guide on 
our website). 

 The Persian title of this movie is “Rang-e khoda” (literally “Color of God”). It 
was selected as Iran's submission in the Best Foreign Language Film 
category for the 72nd Academy Awards in 2000. It won best picture award 
at the 25th Montreal World Film Festival. 

 The actor playing Mohammed, Mohsen Ramezani, really is blind.  
 A 2000 World Health Organization report stated that there are 

approximately 1.4 million blind children all over the world, two thirds of 
whom live in developing countries (including Iran). 

 The movie is set in the capital of Iran, Tehran (population: 14 million in the 
metropolitan area), in a small village in northern Iran, and by the Caspian 
Sea. The Caspian Sea is the largest enclosed inland body of water on Earth 
by area, variously classed as the world's largest lake or a full-fledged sea. It 
is in an endorheic basin (it has no outflows) and is bounded by Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan. 

 “Mohammed” is an Arabic name usually given in honor of the founder of 
Islam (the religion of Muslims). 

 “Hashem” is an Iranian name meaning “courageous and generous.” 
Incidentally, it is also the Hebrew word for God when spoken 
conversationally – it means “the Name” (see Leviticus 24:11). 

 “Bahareh” is an Iranian name meaning “of the spring.” 
 “Hanieh” is an Arabian name meaning “the girl who brings joy and 

happiness.” 
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Scriptures: 

Psalm 139:7 – 12 (NLT) – “I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get 
away from your presence! If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the 
grave, you are there. If I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest 
oceans, even there your hand will guide me, and your strength will support me. I 
could ask the darkness to hide me and the light around me to become night—but 
even in darkness I cannot hide from you. To you the night shines as bright as day. 
Darkness and light are the same to you.” 

Mark 12:33 – 34a (NIV) – “‘To love him [God] with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 
more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.’ When Jesus saw that he 
had answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’” 

Psalm 44:20 – 21 (NIV) – “If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread out 
our hands to a foreign god, would not God have discovered it, since he knows the 
secrets of the heart?” 

2 Corinthians 4:7 – 9 (NIV) – “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.” 

1 Corinthians 1:26 – 31 (The Message) – “Take a good look, friends, at who you 
were when you got called into this life. I don’t see many of “the brightest and the 
best” among you, not many influential, not many from high-society families. Isn’t 
it obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks 
and exploits and abuses, chose these ‘nobodies’ to expose the hollow pretensions 
of the ‘somebodies’? That makes it quite clear that none of you can get by with 
blowing your own horn before God. Everything that we have—right thinking and 
right living, a clean slate and a fresh start—comes from God by way of Jesus 
Christ. That’s why we have the saying, ‘If you’re going to blow a horn, blow a 
trumpet for God.’” 
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Discussion points: 

1. Where did we see blindness in this film? Where did we see neediness? Who 
gave treasures? 

 

2. Everyone deserves a second chance, because we’ve all blown it. Where in 
this film do we see second chances? 

 

3. It’s interesting that a carpenter plays a significant role in Mohammed’s life. 
What does Mohammed receive from the carpenter? 

 

4. Sometimes it takes a tragedy or a near-tragedy to get our attention. What 
can we learn from this story? 

 

5. We may hold prejudice in our hearts towards others who are different from 
us in some way. How can we best obey Jesus’ command to love others as 
we love ourselves? 

 

6. What is the significance of the many birds heard / seen in this film? 

 

7. There are approximately 1.5 billion Muslims living all over the world today, 
mostly in Asia and Africa. As Christians, we can make an intentional effort 
to learn about, pray for and reach out to Muslim neighbors, whether across 
the street or around the world. There’s a wonderful annual prayer guide 
distributed at the time of Ramadan (in 2013, beginning July 9th) available at 
http://waymakers.org/pray/30-days/ to help us to pray with the mind and 
heart of Christ. 


