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“August Rush” starring Freddie Highmore, Keri Russell, Jonathan Rhys,
2007, PG, 114 minutes
 

Major themes: 

 Music 
 Child prodigy 
 Uniqueness 
 Creativity 
 Expectations 
 Searching 
 Hope 

 

Major characters: 

 Evan Taylor / August Rush 
 Lyla Novacek 
 Louis Connelly 
 Richard Jeffries 
 Maxwell “Wizard” Wallace 
 Arthur 
 Hope 
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Background info: 

 Robin Williams' performance as "Wizard" was reportedly inspired by rock 
star Bono. 

 August plays a Gibson J200 guitar, also used by Elvis Presley throughout his 
career. During their encounter in the park, he and Louis Connelly switch 
guitars. Interestingly, the actor playing Louis, Rhys Meyers, played the title 
character in the miniseries, “Elvis” two years before this movie was 
released. 

 The Juilliard School, located in the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in 
New York City, is a performing arts conservatory which was established in 
1905. It currently trains about 800 undergraduate and graduate students in 
dance, drama, and music. 

 A child prodigy is someone who, at an early age, develops one or more skills 
at a level far beyond the norm for their age. A prodigy has to be a child, or 
at least younger than 18 years, who is performing at the level of a highly 
trained adult in a very demanding field of endeavor. 

 Some real life child prodigies: 
o Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a prolific and influential composer 

who lived in the 18th century in what is now Austria. He began 
composing and playing (both piano and violin) for royalty at the age 
of 5. He composed over 600 works in his brief lifetime, dying at age 
35. 

o Jay Greenberg is an American composer who was born in 1991 in 
New Haven, Connecticut. He began playing the cello at age three, 
and subsequently taught himself to play the piano. He was 7 years 
old when he began formal lessons in theory and composition at Duke 
University. At age 10 he enrolled as a scholarship student at Juilliard. 

 American artistic gymnast Shawn Johnson used “August's Rhapsody” during 
her 2008 Summer Olympics Floor Exercise performance, for which she 
earned a silver medal. 
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Scriptures: 

Psalm 150:1 – 6 (The Message) – “Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy house of 
worship, praise him under the open skies; Praise him for his acts of power, praise 
him for his magnificent greatness; Praise with a blast on the trumpet, praise by 
strumming soft strings; Praise him with castanets and dance, praise him with 
banjo and flute; Praise him with cymbals and a big bass drum, praise him with 
fiddles and mandolin. Let every living, breathing creature praise God! Hallelujah!” 

Psalm 27:6 (The Message) – “God holds me head and shoulders above all who try 
to pull me down. I’m headed for his place to offer anthems that will raise the roof! 
Already I’m singing God-songs; I’m making music to God.” 

Psalm 139:13 – 18 (NLT) – “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and 
knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully 
complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. You watched me as 
I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the 
womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your 
book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. How precious 
are your thoughts about me, O God. They cannot be numbered! I can’t even count 
them; they outnumber the grains of sand!” 

Galatians 6:4 – 5 (The Message) – “Make a careful exploration of who you are and 
the work you have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don’t be 
impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with others. Each of you must 
take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your own life.” 

1 Peter 1:18 – 21 (NIV) – “For you know that it was not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down 
to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was 
revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who 
raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God.”  
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Discussion points: 

1. August Rush says in the opening voice-over, “Listen. Can you hear it? The 
music. I can hear it everywhere. In the wind, in the air, in the light. It's all 
around us. All you have to do is open yourself up. All you have to do . . . is 
listen.” How does music help us go beyond other forms of communication 
to connect more deeply with God / with others? 

 

2. Lyla’s father told her a lie that had significant consequences for several 
people. Discuss the consequences of deception. 

 

3. How does hope give us the impetus to go on searching? What is it that 
August was really searching for? 

 

4. What are some of the treasures you see in the lives of others you know in 
which you can encourage them to do the creative best they can with their 
lives, for the glory of God? 

 

5. Louis, although an accomplished musician, took the time to notice a child 
and spend time with him. Discuss the importance of slowing down and 
noticing people who may not otherwise be noticed. Recount times when 
someone noticed you. 

 

6. How did the unconditional acceptance of the other children in this film help 
August? How does this encourage you to accept others unconditionally? 


