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“The Fall” starring Catinca Untaru, Justine Waddell, Lee Pace, 2006, R,
117 minutes
 

Major themes: 

 Imagination 
 Heartbreak 
 Pain 
 Suicide 
 Hope 
 Childlikeness 
 Adventure 
 Friendship 

 

Major characters: 

 Alexandria 
 Roy Walker / Red Bandit 
 Nurse Evelyn / Sister Evelyn 
 Sinclair / Governor Odious 
 Doctor / Alexander the Great 
 Luigi / One-legged Actor 
 Orange Picker / Indian 
 Orderly / Darwin 
 Ice Delivery Man / Otta Benga 
 Elderly patient / Mystic 
 Alexandria’s Father / Blue Bandit 
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Background info: 

 Three languages are heard in this film – English, Romanian, and Latin. 
 The film was made over a period of four years in forty-four locations in 

twenty-eight countries including Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cambodia, Chile, 
China, Czech Republic, Egypt, Fiji, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Maldives, 
Namibia, Nepal, Romania, South Africa, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom, 
United States 

 The film is set in the 1920s in a hospital on the outskirts of Los Angeles. The 
actual location for this was a South African mental hospital, which 
remained operational in a separate wing during filming. 

 This is director Tarsem Singh’s second film. He claims that everything was 
shot in real locations, with no use of special effects (despite the film’s 
surreal looks). He financed this film with $30 million of his own money; the 
film grossed about $3 million worldwide. 

 Actor Lee Pace remained in a bed for most of the early filming at the 
director's suggestion, convincing most of the crew that he was in fact 
unable to walk. The intention was to maximize the realism of Roy's physical 
limitations in the eyes of 6-year-old Catinca Untaru, whose lines and 
reactions as the character Alexandria were largely unscripted. 

 The IHS monogram stands for “Iesous Christos”, i.e. Jesus Christ. 
 The horses used by the Bandit and his crew in many scenes are of the 

Marwari breed, native only to the deserts of India, and known for their 
distinctive scimitar-shaped ears. 

 The name of the production company, Googly, comes from the cricket term 
for a type of delivery bowled by a right-arm leg spin bowler. The company 
logo shows red circles to represent cricket balls. 

 In the film adaptation of “The Hobbit,” Lee Pace portrayed the character 
Thranduil. Director Peter Jackson said he wanted Pace to play this role after 
seeing his performance in “The Fall.” 
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Scriptures: 

1 Corinthians 13:7 (NLT) – “Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always 
hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.” 

Job 36:22 – 26 (The Message) – “Do you have any idea how powerful God is? Have 
you ever heard of a teacher like him? Has anyone ever had to tell him what to do, 
or correct him, saying, ‘You did that all wrong!’? Remember, then, to praise his 
workmanship, which is so often celebrated in song. Everybody sees it; nobody is 
too far away to see it. Take a long, hard look. See how great he is—infinite, 
greater than anything you could ever imagine or figure out!” 

Ephesians 3:20 (The Message) – “God can do anything, you know—far more than 
you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!” 

Hebrews 2:18 (NLT) – “Since he himself has gone through suffering and testing, he 
is able to help us when we are being tested.” 

Psalm 34:18 (NIV) – “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who 
are crushed in spirit.” 

Matthew 19:14 (NIV) – “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’” 

Proverbs 2:2 – 5 (The Message) – “Tune your ears to the world of Wisdom; set 
your heart on a life of Understanding. That’s right—if you make Insight your 
priority, and won’t take no for an answer, Searching for it like a prospector 
panning for gold, like an adventurer on a treasure hunt, Believe me, before you 
know it Fear-of-God will be yours; you’ll have come upon the Knowledge of God.” 
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Discussion points: 

1. In this film we see how the love of one person can help someone to find 
hope again and change the course of their life. Discuss. 

 

2. In what ways does the artistic nature of this film draw us to consider the 
finer things of life, and what are they? 

 

3. Imagination is defined as the forming of mental images or concepts of what 
is not actually present to the senses. It is also defined as the ability to face 
and resolve difficulties. In what ways did Roy’s use of imagination help 
Alexandria? In what ways was his use of imagination self-serving? 

 

4. How does Roy’s and Alexandria’s relationship help him to face and 
ultimately bear both his physical and emotional pain? How do they help 
one another recover from falls? 

 

5. The movie tagline is, “A little blessing in disguise.” What gifts do children 
bring to us in the way they experience life? 

 

6. This film could be called an epic adventure because of its grand scale and 
heroic tales. Who are the heroes, and why? 

 

7. Roy’s mental state and his morality seem to crumble together. See the 
following page for ways to help someone who is suicidal. 
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Suicide: What to do when someone is suicidal (by Mayo Clinic staff) 

When someone you know appears suicidal, you might not know what to do. Learn warning signs, what 
questions to ask and how to get help. When someone says he or she is thinking about suicide, or says 
things that sound as if the person is considering suicide, it can be very upsetting. You may not be sure 
what to do to help, whether you should take talk of suicide seriously, or if your intervention might make 
the situation worse. Taking action is always the best choice. Here's what to do. 

Start by asking questions 

 The first step is to find out whether the person is in danger of acting on suicidal feelings. Be 
sensitive, but ask direct questions, such as:  

 How are you coping with what's been happening in your life? 
 Do you ever feel like just giving up? 
 Are you thinking about dying? 
 Are you thinking about hurting yourself? 
 Are you thinking about suicide? 
 Have you thought about how you would do it? 
 Do you know when you would do it? 
 Do you have the means to do it? 
 Asking about suicidal thoughts or feelings won't push someone into doing something self-

destructive. In fact, offering an opportunity to talk about feelings may reduce the risk of acting 
on suicidal feelings.  

Look for warning signs 

You can't always tell when a loved one or friend is considering suicide. But here are some common signs: 

 Talking about suicide — for example, making statements such as "I'm going to kill myself," "I 
wish I were dead" or "I wish I hadn't been born" 

 Getting the means to commit suicide, such as buying a gun or stockpiling pills 
 Withdrawing from social contact and wanting to be left alone 
 Having mood swings, such as being emotionally high one day and deeply discouraged the next 
 Being preoccupied with death, dying or violence 
 Feeling trapped or hopeless about a situation 
 Increasing use of alcohol or drugs 
 Changing normal routine, including eating or sleeping patterns 
 Doing risky or self-destructive things, such as using drugs or driving recklessly 
 Giving away belongings or getting affairs in order when there is no other logical explanation for 

why this is being done 
 Saying goodbye to people as if they won't be seen again 
 Developing personality changes or being severely anxious or agitated, particularly when 

experiencing some of the warning signs listed above 
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Get emergency help, if needed 

If you believe someone is in danger of committing suicide or has made a suicide attempt: 

 Don't leave the person alone. 
 Call 911 or your local emergency number right away. Or, if you think you can do so safely, take 

the person to the nearest hospital emergency room yourself. 
 Try to find out if he or she is under the influence of alcohol or drugs or may have taken an 

overdose. 
 Tell a family member or friend right away what's going on. 
 If a friend or family member talks or behaves in a way that makes you believe he or she might 

commit suicide, don't try to handle the situation without help — get help from a trained 
professional as quickly as possible. The person may need to be hospitalized until the suicidal 
crisis has passed.  

Teenagers: When someone you know is suicidal 

If you're a teenager who's concerned that a friend or classmate may be considering suicide, take action.  

 Ask the person directly about his or her feelings, even though it may be awkward. Listen to what 
the person has to say, and take it seriously. Just talking to someone who really cares can make a 
big difference. 

 If you've talked to the person and you're still concerned, share your concerns with a teacher, 
guidance counselor, someone at church, someone at a local youth center or another responsible 
adult. 

 It may be hard to tell whether a friend or classmate is suicidal, and you may be afraid of taking 
action and being wrong. If someone's behavior or talk makes you think he or she might be 
suicidal, the person may be struggling with some major issues, even if not considering suicide at 
the moment. You can help the person get to the right resources — even though he or she may 
not want to ask for it.  

Offer support 

If a friend or loved one is thinking about suicide, he or she needs professional help, even if suicide isn't 
an immediate danger. Here's what you can do.  

 Encourage the person to seek treatment. Someone who is suicidal or has severe depression may 
not have the energy or motivation to find help. If your friend or loved one doesn't want to 
consult a doctor or mental health provider, suggest finding help from a support group, crisis 
center, faith community, teacher or other trusted person. You can help by offering support and 
advice — but remember that it's not your job to become a substitute for a mental health 
provider. 
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 Offer to help the person take steps to get assistance and support. For example, you can research 
treatment options, make phone calls and review insurance benefit information, or even offer to 
go with the person to an appointment. 

 Encourage the person to communicate with you. Someone who's suicidal may be tempted to 
bottle up feelings because he or she feels ashamed, guilty or embarrassed. Be supportive and 
understanding, and express your opinions without placing blame. Listen attentively and avoid 
interrupting. 

 Be respectful and acknowledge the person's feelings. Don't try to talk the person out of his or 
her feelings or express shock. Remember, even though someone who's suicidal isn't thinking 
logically, the emotions are real. Not respecting how the person feels can shut down 
communication. 

 Don't be patronizing or judgmental. For example, don't tell someone, "things could be worse" or 
"you have everything to live for." Instead, ask questions such as, "What's causing you to feel so 
bad?" "What would make you feel better?" or "How can I help?" 

 Never promise to keep someone's suicidal feelings a secret. Be understanding, but explain that 
you may not be able to keep such a promise if you think the person's life is in danger. At that 
point, you have to get help. 

 Offer reassurance that things will get better. When someone is suicidal, it seems as if nothing 
will make things better. Reassure the person that these feelings are temporary, and that with 
appropriate treatment, he or she will feel better about life again. 

 Encourage the person to avoid alcohol and drug use. Using drugs or alcohol may seem to ease 
the painful feelings, but ultimately it makes things worse — it can lead to reckless behavior or 
feeling more depressed. If the person can't quit on his or her own, offer to help find treatment. 

 Remove potentially dangerous items from the person's home, if possible. If you can, make sure 
the person doesn't have items around that could be used to commit suicide — such as knives, 
razors, guns or drugs. If the person takes a medication that could be used for overdose, 
encourage him or her to have someone safeguard it and give it as prescribed. 

Take all signs of suicidal behavior seriously 

If someone you know says he or she is thinking of suicide or is behaving in a way that makes you think 
the person may be suicidal, don't play it down or ignore the situation. Many people who commit suicide 
have expressed the intention at some point. You may worry that you're overreacting, but the safety of 
your friend or loved one is most important. Don't worry about straining your relationship when 
someone's life is at stake. 

You're not responsible for preventing someone from taking his or her own life — but your intervention 
may help the person see that other options are available to stay safe and get treatment. 


