
Movie Nights for Thinkers and Seekers 
 

 
 

w w w . M o v i e N i g h t s F o r T h i n k e r s A n d S e e k e r s . c o m  
 

page 1 

“The Good Lie” starring Reese Witherspoon, Arnold Oceng, Ger Duany, 

2014, PG-13, 110 minutes 

 

Major themes: 

 Lost Boys of Sudan 

 Refugees 

 War 

 Immigration 

 Compassion 

 Hospitality 

 

Major characters: 

 Mamere 

 Jeremiah 

 Paul 

 Abital 

 Theo 

 Carrie Davis 

 Jack 

 Pamela 
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Background info: 

 This film’s tagline is, “Miracles are made by people who refuse to stop 

believing.” 

 The Second Sudanese Civil War was a conflict from 1983 to 2005 between 

the central Sudanese government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army. 

(The First Sudanese Civil War lasted from 1955 to 1972.) Approximately two 

million people died as a result of this war and the accompanying famine 

and disease. An additional four million people were displaced. The nation of 

South Sudan gained its independence six years after the war ended. 

  “The Lost Boys of Sudan” is the name given to the groups of over 20,000 

boys (and a small number of girls) of the Nuer and Dinka ethnic groups who 

were displaced and / or orphaned during the Second Sudanese Civil War. 

Some were separated from their families and conscripted into rebel armies 

while others were handed over to the government by their own families 

under the false impression that they would be protected, provided for, or 

educated. 

 Ger Duany, the actor who plays Jeremiah, is a Sudanese refugee and former 

child soldier (as was Emmanuel Jal, the actor who plays Paul) before being 

granted asylum in the United States 

 A refugee is defined as a person who is outside their country of citizenship 

because they have well-founded grounds for fear of persecution and is 

unable to obtain sanctuary from their home country. According to the 

United Nations, in 2016 there are over 60 million refugees worldwide. 

 An immigrant is defined as someone who migrates to another country, 

usually for permanent residence. 
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Scriptures: 

Matthew 25:31 – 46 (The Message) – “When he finally arrives, blazing in beauty 

and all his angels with him, the Son of Man will take his place on his glorious 

throne. Then all the nations will be arranged before him and he will sort the 

people out, much as a shepherd sorts out sheep and goats, putting sheep to his 

right and goats to his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you 

who are blessed by my Father! Take what’s coming to you in this kingdom. It’s 

been ready for you since the world’s foundation. And here’s why: 

I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 

I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 

I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 

Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When 

did we ever see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And when 

did we ever see you sick or in prison and come to you?’ Then the King will say, ‘I’m 

telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things to someone 

overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’ Then he will turn to the 

‘goats,’ the ones on his left, and say, ‘Get out, worthless goats! You’re good for 

nothing but the fires of hell. And why? Because— 

I was hungry and you gave me no meal, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 

I was homeless and you gave me no bed, I was shivering and you gave me no 

clothes, 

Sick and in prison, and you never visited.’ 

Then those ‘goats’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When 

did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or homeless or shivering or sick or in prison 

and didn’t help?’ “He will answer them, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever 

you failed to do one of these things to someone who was being overlooked or 

ignored, that was me—you failed to do it to me.’ Then those ‘goats’ will be herded 

to their eternal doom, but the ‘sheep’ to their eternal reward.” 
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Discussion points: 

1. Jesus reminded us that the two greatest commandments are to love the 

Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our 

neighbor as we love ourselves. How can we best love our neighbors when 

they are refugees or other immigrants? 

 

2. What aspects of the immigration / resettlement process did you notice in 

this film were done well? What aspects could have been done better or 

differently? 

 

3. Why do you think so many people are reluctant to get involved personally 

with reaching out to refugees or immigrants? What helped Carrie to get 

more involved? What about Jack? 

 

4. Hospitality is defined as, “the friendly reception and treatment of guests or 

strangers.” What does hospitality look like to you? 

 

5. What were some of the consequences (positive and negative) of the 

extreme suffering that Mamere, Jeremiah, Paul, and Abital experienced? 

 

6. Compassion is defined as, “a feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for 

another who is stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire to 

alleviate the suffering.” What motivates you to turn this desire into action? 

 


