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“Night at the Museum” starring Ben Stiller, Carla Gugino, Ricky Gervais, 

2006, PG, 108 minutes 

 

Major themes: 

• Seeing 

• Imagination 

• Joy 

• Wonder 

• Life 

• Loyalty 

• Friendship 

 

Major characters: 

• Larry Daley 

• Rebecca 

• Cecil, Gus, Reginald 

• Dr. McPhee 

• Teddy Roosevelt 

• Attila the Hun 

• Pharaoh Akhmenrah 

• Christopher Columbus 

• Ocatvius 

• Jedidiah 

• Sacajawea 

• Dexter 
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Background info: 

• The film is based on a 1993 children's book of the same name written by 

Croatian illustrator, film director, and novelist Milan Trenc. 

• There are many taglines for this film, including “See the side of the museum 

you won't see on the tour”, “Where history really does come alive”, and 

“This Christmas, it won't be a silent night” (because the film was released 

on December 22nd). 

• The references to the historical Christopher Columbus are intended to 

point to one of the film’s producers, Chris Columbus. 

• At several points during this film, you can see humorous titles on the 

elevator wall or in the lobby that parallel how Larry is doing. 

• The coin trick that Larry performs is the French Drop. 

• The Vikings in the movie speak Icelandic, but the language "Hunnish" is 

completely improvised. 

• Owen Wilson’s role as Jedediah was originally intended to be a cameo. Test 

audiences enjoyed him so much that his role was expanded. Wilson is not 

listed in the film’s credits. 

• Rami Malek, the actor who plays Pharaoh Akhmenrah, was born in the US 

to Egyptian immigrant parents. 

• Ben Stiller’s mother made a cameo as the woman in the employment 

office. 

• Crystal, the monkey, has 25 film credits, including “George of the Jungle” 

and “We Bought a Zoo.” 

• Attendance at the real American Museum of Natural History in New York 

City had a twenty percent increase in visitors after this film’s release. 
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Scriptures: 

Ephesians 3:20 (The Message) – “God can do anything, you know—far more than 

you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not 

by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within 

us.” 

Deuteronomy 4:32-33 (The Message) – “Ask questions. Find out what has been 

going on all these years before you were born. From the day God created man and 

woman on this Earth, and from the horizon in the east to the horizon in the west—

as far back as you can imagine and as far away as you can imagine—has as great 

a thing as this ever happened? Has anyone ever heard of such a thing? Has a 

people ever heard, as you did, a god speaking out of the middle of the fire and 

lived to tell the story?” 

1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT) – “The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People 

judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

Proverbs 3:21-26 (NLT) – “My child, don’t lose sight of common sense and 

discernment. Hang on to them, for they will refresh your soul. They are like jewels 

on a necklace. They keep you safe on your way, and your feet will not stumble. 

You can go to bed without fear; you will lie down and sleep soundly. You need not 

be afraid of sudden disaster or the destruction that comes upon the wicked, for 

the LORD is your security. He will keep your foot from being caught in a trap.” 

Proverbs 21:7 (The Message) – “The wicked get buried alive by their loot because 

they refuse to use it to help others.” 

1 Corinthians 2:14-15 (The Message) – “The unspiritual self, just as it is by nature, 

can’t receive the gifts of God’s Spirit. There’s no capacity for them. They seem like 

so much silliness. Spirit can be known only by spirit—God’s Spirit and our spirits in 

open communion. Spiritually alive, we have access to everything God’s Spirit is 

doing, and can’t be judged by unspiritual critics.” 
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Discussion points: 

1. Who was your favorite historical figure, and why? 

 

2. If you could spend the night in a museum, which one would it be, which 

section would you choose, and why? 

 

3. One character said, “I am only made of wax, but what are you made of?” 

What do you notice in this film that helps you look past a person’s outward 

appearance to their heart? 

 

4. Larry had to read history in order to properly connect with those in the 

museum. What are the benefits of studying history? 

 

5. How do Larry’s new friends inspire him to pursue his dreams? 

 

6. Larry focused on being a peacemaker much of the time. What were the 

results? 

 

7. In this film where do we see dividing walls being broken down? 

 

8. Daydreaming can be one of life’s great enjoyments. But if we overindulge in 

them, we can become stuck in life. What are some things that help us keep 

the balance between dreaming and doing? 


